—_—— 


Church DP ck Vindi cated. | 


PREACH'D 


|| Ar Se. Bride's Church, on Monday 
' November 22. 1697. 


 BELNG 


 S CACILIA'Ss Day, 


SERMON| 


F Th Anniverſary Feaſt of the Eovers of Muſick. 


| 


By Nicholas Brady, M.A. Miniſter of Richmond. 


| |- 1n Szrry, and Cnaplain in Cry to His | }. 


MagRy.. 


PEIFY 


Publiſhed+at the requeſt of the STEWARD S. 


L ——————_— 


, LONDON 


| . Printed for Joſeph 131d+ ac the Elephant 
2 WY at on +. 7h 16S go. 


——— i 


— CR” — 
=" +* 8 x 


— 


To the Stewards of Sr, Cz 


cilia's Feaſt, its 


— 


Capt. Tho. Newnam Paris Slaughter Eſq; . 
Orlando Bridgman Eſq ( ) jeremiahClerk Gene. 


Hugh Colvill Eſq; Leonard Weffel Eſq; 
Theophilus Butler E/q:; jy ran-Le Riche Gent. 


Gentlemen, 
However favourable a Reception this Diſcourſe 
might meet with, at the time and place of it's De- 
livery, when every body was diſpoſed to Appland 
Church-Mufick , by the irreſiſtible charms of 
that Admirable performance; which by a ma- 
nagement peculiar to your ſelves, laboured under 
no inconveniencies of Diſorder or Confuſion : 
Tet now that the Pulpit 3s no longer backed 
by the Organ-Loftz when that which was ſpoken * 
from the One, 3s no longer ſupported by what 
was ated in the Other; 1 have juſt reaſon 
to fear , that it will but indifferemly anſwer , 
either 


not 


ether the prepoſſeſſed Opinion of thoſe wl.o- 
beard it , os the expefiation of thoſe that did 


Norwithſtunding this, ſmce only. am to be 


. dhe Sufferer, and: not tbe Cauſe ; ( which bas 
been already too well defended by Abler Pens ,. 
to undergo any. prejudice by the wealineſs of 
mine; )1 fall gladly run that hazard inCom- 


pliance with your defire 3 and” fhalf not diſpnte-, 
giving even this Dangerons Teſtimony , of® 


that —_— Reſpect rmhich ſeal be. always paid; 
you, y, 
GENTLEMEN, 
Your Obliged;. 
blurgÞlc Serva nt;. 
N. BRADY. 
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2 Chron. 5th Ch. 13th, & 14th, Verſes. 


13. It cane even to paſs, as th: Trumpeters and 
Sirg'rs were as one, to make one Sound to be 
beard in Praiſing and Thanking the Lord; 

. And when they lift up their Voice, with the 
Trimpets an1 Cymbals, and Ir ſ[truments of 
Mufz ck. and praijed the Lord, fayirg, For be 

| is good. for bis Mercy endureth for ever: 

That then the Houſe was filled with a Cloud, 
even the Hou'e of the Lord; 

14. So that the Prieſts conld not fland 1 to Mi- 
niſter. by reaſon of the Cloud; For the Glory 
.of the Lord had filled ile Houſe of God. 


| WWE do not (I think ) meet in the whole 
, Book of God, with a more Signal Ir- 
ſtance of his favourable Acceptance , of that 

A IDevour 


7 et: 7B: 4 


V 


- » 
0/2 a nc; 0 AMOR. 


YM 


a —_—— 


[ 2 A Sermon Preach'd on 
'F Dc-vour Employment in which we are now 
Converlant, (our praiſing him, ard giving him 
Thanks, with Forces and I:ftruments of Mu- 
fick ) than we have in thole words which [ 
t! have now read to you, and which I have cho- 
+ ſen for the Subje& of my following Diſcourle ; 
where we fiad it makes up a very conſiderable 
part, of one of the moſt Eminent Solemniries 
of Religion, that we ever heard of under the 
Legal Diſpznſation : A Solemnity Regulated by. 
the Wileſt amongſt Men; and in which we can- 
not ſuppole anything to have been allowed of , 
but what was ſuitable to the Gravity and Ma- 
zeſty of the occaſion : It was Solomon's Dedica- | 
ting that Glorious Temple, which was juſtly * 
Reputed the Nobleſt Structure in the World ; 
and his Solliciting the Almighty, that he would 
Ariſe into his Refting-place, He and the Ark of 
bis Strength. To (et off a performance ſo Re | 
markable as: this, with all the CharaGers of a | 
becoming Grandour, he Summons the Elders | 
| and Heads of Tribes, and even all the Men of 
Iſrael, to attend him at Fernſalemy where ha- 
ving offered up Sheep and Oxcn without nunt- 
ber, they accompanyed the Prieſts who bore = 
th 
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Ark of the Covenant, and conducted it with 
Reverence into the moſt Holy place ; whilſt 
to add to the Magnificence of the Ceremony , 
the Levites which were the Singers, having Cym- 
bals and Fſalteries and Harps, ſtood at the Eaſt 
end of the Brazen Altar, and with them a bun- 
dred and twenty Prieſts Sounding with Trum- 
pets 3 as you may read in the Verſes juſt pre- 
ceding my Text. And certainly, if an incre- 
dible Multitude of SpeGtators and Aſliſtants, if 
the quality as well as number of the Perſons 
Aſſembled, if the Statelineſs and Bcaury of the 
Scene and Aftion, it a pompous expence of al- 
moſt innumerable Sacrifices, and 'a Delightful 
Variety of all forts of Mick, can give Life and 
| Quickneſs, Majeſty and Splendour to any per- 
formance; the Religious Feſtival which this 
Chapter gives an account of, may juſtly chal- 
lenge the preference above all others, that ever 
occurred throughout the whole Jewiſh Occono- 
my: And therefore we find, that according to 
God's method of proceeding with that People, 
whoſe more eminent Acts of Piery he uſually 
Honoured, with ſome Senſible. Demonſtration 
of his favour, he Manifeſted his Approval of 
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of his more immediate Preſence. Buritamong 
all thoſe Religious performances, which were 
ſeverally exerciſcd upon this Solemn occalion;, 
we may be allowed. to Conj:&ure or Deter: 
mine, which was moſt valuable in the fi ghr of 
God; . we may (Ibclieve ) very latcly conclude, 
thar it was not the bare Ailcmbling themlclves 
together, nor the Coſily Pageantry of their Nu- 
merous Oblations ; ſmce thefe were bur (fo ma- 
ny dumb-ſhews of Religion, and a compliance 


only with the dead Letter of the Law 3 ) Bur it. 


_ was. that Lively Sacrifice of Praiſes and [haylj- 
giving ;; that agreeable Melody, and Harmoni- 
ous Conſort of many. Hearrs and Voices, and 
 Tnfirume:;ts as one; that drew down upon the 
devour performers, an nnqueſtionable eviderce 
of his Approbarion ; ; tothis it was, that he ſer 
his ownSeal, and made it ( as it were ) the Sig- 
val of his extraordinary Appearance: For we 
are not told, that he took any publick no- 
'tice of all the foregoing Exercites of Devort- 
on; But ( ſays the Text ) it came even to paſs, 

& the Trumpeiers and Singers were 4s One,tomake 
one 


this Devout Solcmaity, by filliog the Temple 
with his Glory, and giving vilible Fokens ef 
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one Sound to be beard in Praifing and [, banking 
theLord ; and when they lift up their Voice with 
the Tr way and Cymbals and Inftruments of 
Mujrck, ard praiſed the Lord; ſaying, For he 3s 

ood, for his Mercy endureth for ever , that then, 
(and not before ) the Houſe was filled with a 
Cloud, even the Houſe of Wa eLord; So that the 
Prieſts. could not ſtand to kinifter, by: reaſon of 
the Cloud: For the Cliry of the Lord had filled 
the Houſe of G.d.. Such ar Authentick Teſt 
mony of his favourably accepting, that Reiigis 
ous Entertainment which cmploys us at the pre- 
ſent; as may yulily-encourage us to Repeae. the 
Practice frequently, and may fſ{tup the Mouths 
of all Gaiaſayers. I ihall thawb's fingle out 
m my follo.viag Diſcourſe, from the great va- 
ricty of Matrer with wh ch my Tent abourds, 
fome few inſtruftive and uſcſul Obſervations , 
which may.be proper to the occaſionof our pre- 
ſent meeting together. And- 


. 
4 


. We may. from hence obſerve, that Mu- 

kent Vocal or Inſtrumental, may both 

lligor 4 and profitably be made uſe of in the 
publick Service and Worthip of God. 


2dly. 


Se oe Es 


& A Sermon Preacl/d on 


2dly. We may obſerve yet farther, that the 
' Proper Office of Mufich, in the Service of God, 
is to praiſe him, and grve him thanks, becauſe 
he 3s good; and becauſe his Mercy endureth for 


EVEr. 


3dly. We may obſervein the laſt place, how 
Signal an evidence God bas been pleaſed to give 
of his avow'd allowance and approbation, of 


this uſe of Muſick in his Serwzce. 


21/t. Then we may-obierve from the words 
of my Text, that FHnſick whether Vocal or In- 
ſtrumental, may both innocentlyand profitably be 
- made uſeof inthe Publick Scrvice and Worſhip 
of God. 


Religion, however miſtaken or miſrepreſen- 
ted by ſome, is the moſt entertaining thing in 
Nature, attended by a good Conſcience, which 
4s a continual Refreſhment; and Supported by 
the Aſſurance of God's Favour and ProteQtion, 
which is 'the-moſt certain Fund of Comfort and 
Satisfation; if we take her portraiture from 

| the 
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the Life, ſhe will appear as bright and beauriful 
as.an Angel; ſeroft withal] thoſe Charms and 
and railing Attractions, which may moſt power- 
fully Recommend her to our AﬀeCtions; ailow- 
ing and encouraging the trueſt cheartulneſs, and 
nor claſhing with, or condemning any Innocent 
Delights : And therefore nothing has done her 
a greater prejudice, nothing has more hindered: 
her Diffuſiveneſs and Efficacy, than the falſe 
Draughts made of her by ſome fort of People, 
who would have her toconſiſt inMoroſenefs and 
Auſterity : They dreſs her up like a Fiend or a 
Fury, they aim her with Snakes and Whips, and” 
Firebrands ; and having thus made her an Ob- 
jet of Loathing and Averlion, they pretend to 
\ recommend her under ſo frightful anAppearance; 
It is through their means, who Jimn her after 
this hideous manner, that Maſick her obſequious 
and uſeful Handmaid, has run the hazard of be- 
ing Diſcarded from her Service ; as if ſhe were 
an Attendant roo light: and airy, to comport 
with the gravity. of ſo reſerved a Miſtreſs. Bur 
1n this they deal with her, as they did with the 
other, and rep:c{cat her much diffterent from 
what ſhe really is; making that Tightne(s- eſſen- 
tial 
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rial to her, which 1s purely accidencal; and de- 
crying har as her inſeparable habir, which is 
oaly a looſe Garment that (he ſometimes wCca's 
abroad, bus which ihe always drops before her 
entraiice into the Charch. There the purs on 
{\uch a Compoledneſs and Solidity, av 15 {uitable 
to the Sacrod Offices in which ſhe is employed, 
and may qualific her to be made uſe of both, 

with Innocence and Advantage. Ard 
1/7. As to the Inrzocerce ef this Uſage. Tr 
would be wholy unneccilary to 1afiſt upon this 
Topick; were there not a parity of Menlo un- 
accountably (crupulous, as ro ccnfure the Har 
mony, Which is made uſe of 1n our Churches, as 
a.ſort of proceeding extremely culpable: Theſe 
then are.the Perſons whom [ would defire to 
conſider, that that which las been the cuſtom of 
good Men in all Ages, without .any mark 'of 
God's. d:-{appreval  . Sa which is ſo often res 
commended to our practice, by thoſe who have 
bcen commiſſionated ro convey his Order to us ; 
that which 4s the Entertainment of-che Bleſt a- 
bove, in their perfe& State of Purity and Felici- 
ty 3 that (1 ay ) cannor be ſuppoſed with'any 
ſhadow of Reaſon, .to contra&aoy guilt, or be 
liable 
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labile co any jilt ccoture: Bur this (we find ) 
was a devout Emyloyment, in which the beſt 
of Men have becn exercis'd frequently ; wit- 
nels the Songs of AMeſrs and Debgrab, betore 
the whole Congregation of the People cf I/. 
rael: Witneſs the Divine and —_—_—_ Compo- 
{licions of David, Solexron, and others, for the 
Service of the Temple: : Witneſs the Hymn thac 
our Saviour ung with his Apoſtles who were 
_ the Abri Icoment of the Chriſtian Church, 

na thoſe that were alterwords, in thoir ſolemn 
Ai-mblics, made ule of by the Diſciples ard 
Followers of our Lord. This allo we find rc- 
commendcd to our Practice, by thole who rc- 
vealed unro us the will of God; {uch as the 


Royal Pſalmiſt, almoſt in every page 3 Tſazub 


and Feremiah in ſeveral places = their Prophe-, 
fies; St. Paul in lis Wrirngs to the Epheſians 
and Coloſſions, ard St. Ja; 7205 1n his Epiſtle to 


the Church in general; in all which we have 


frequent Exhortations to this Nuty, as a po- 
ſicive part of our Religious Wo-ſhip. In thi; 
we are aflur:d that the Heavenly Hoſt are al- 
ways happily employed, where Cherubim an] 
Seraybim continually rifound, Holy, Holy, Holy, 
B Lord 


-- ww—_—_— —_—_—_—_— 


Io $t. Cacilia's Dey: 


Lord God of Sabbath: Where the Four ard 
twenty Elders that attend about tle IErone, in- 
c-tianrly chant our thetr Alfe/njahs ; and where 
thole who. have gorren the Victory over the 
Beast, unanimouſly joyn in finging the Sorg 
of the Lamb: Urls therefaas we will Wt 
reaſonadly 1 :mavine, that God would be fo far 
wanting tO his beſt beloved Servants, as to ſut- 
fer them-to go on ina finf.l courſe, without 
giving them any notice of the Errour they lay 
under; unlels we will Blaſphcmonfly ſuppote 

h:m fo untaichtul ro us, as to fifler vs to be 
Celuded by thoſe who come to us in his Name, 
ard who bricg his own Credentials along with 
them ; uulcis we will entertain ablurd Noct- 
ons of kun, that he 1s inconfiſtent with hiun- 
ſelf, ard admits of that in his Heavenly Pa- 
lace, wrtich 1s offenlive to him upon his Earth- 
ly Footftool; We Cannot Conceive that this dc- 
ccnt ulage, which has fo many Tefitmonials of 
his Favour, can be otherwiſe than highly Inno- 
cent in its felt, Tt is true indeed, this Heaver= 
ly Art, has been ſometimes abuſed, to the in- 
couragement of Debauchery ; ms as the beſt 
things ccrrupted, contract the greateſt illneſs, 
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fo has this been made an in{trument of loof « 
nels and fenfua!! ry 3 but it thijs were {t:fficient 


'to exclude it from the Temple, when purified 


from that Al'ay which debated 1ii's value ; Po- 


etry as well as Muſick, muſt be baniſhed from 


our Churches, and the P/al»:s as well as Harp 
of David, muſt be forbidden to ns; ſince the 


two Sacred Siſteis have been cqual Sufterers , 


having both been profſticured to the moſt Gs 
dalous Employments. Letus rather endeavour 


to {natch whar wecan of ir our of the Hands 


of the prophane; ro reſcue this Virgin, out 


the power of hcr Raviſhers; and ro preſent 


her unbl-miſthed at the Al:ar of our God , 

where we may joyn Devotions with her, nor 
only with Innocence, but with 43 rw antage allo. 
In order to which end, Jet us conſider in the 
next place; what profit may redound to us 
from ſuch a praciize. Nothing 1s fo prop:r 


or ſoavailableas this for co! mpoliag our minds, 


and ſerling them ina Sedareand quict poſture ; 
for reducing our ſtraggling rhzoughts,and fixing 
them to their Duty : : for "calming and allaying 7 
our diſorderly paſſions, or tor lifcing up tke 
Soul ina devour C ontemplation.: When we 
D 2 arc 
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are thus cnrtertained with rhe employment of 
Angels, our thoughts rarura'ly atcend unto 
thole Manſions of [ov 3; we have an entes- 
courſe, as it were with thoſ« Heaveualy Inha- 
birants, and our Converſation {cems to be al- 
rogether aboze : There is in Muſick ©coy me, 
ſomething of Divinity, which Captivaccs the 
AfﬀcQions, and Regulates them at it's Will; 
K aQs upon the Soul with ſuch a {weet Vi- 


 olence, as is almoſt inſer{ible, but irreſiſtible 


too; and I have heard many tcftiftie from 
their own expericnce, and I queſtion not, but 
we have many prelent witnetlics of the truth 
of ir, that whenever they have been preſent 
at the performance of this nature , they have 
felt their zcal grow warm, if it were rat 
kindled bcfore, ard encreaſe confiderably if 
it were. Is the Spiric of the Lord to deſcend 
upon EJi/ba, and that upon an occaſion, more 
extraordinary than uſual ? A Minſtrel muſt be 
brought to play before him, and to make his 
Soul ſuſceptible of the Divine Inſpiration. Is 
Saul's Melancholy and Deſparr to be driven a- 
way, and his mind to be ſet in order, for the 
diſcharging his great Oitice? The Harp of Da 
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vid mult apply the Megicine, and chaſe away 
his gloomy imaginations : Such was the power 
of thar Sacred Lyre, when tuned co the Voice 
of the Sweet-Sinpger of T'racl ; ard ſuch wouid 
the cect of ir remain to this day, if it were 
ſtifl rouch'd by the ſame inimitable hand ; but 
th2 unskilfulncts of thoſe that have played upon 
it ſince, has deſtroyed in a great meaſure the 


Melody of the Inftrument ; and it's Efficacy has 


kilened . as it's Harmony has been impaired. 
This Divme Arr has fuch an admirable Secrer 
of uniting Farrh and Hraven togerher, that the 
Scale of Mufick appearsto me, to be the exatt 


counterpart of 7acebs "Pr i with one end 


reſting upon the Earth, m the material Organs 
that compole 1 it, and the other end reaching 1p'to 
Feaven, inthe Life and Spirit of it's perfor- 
mances ; upon the ſevera! Degrees of this, are 
the Holy Angels, thole C-le fiial Choriſters, PCr» 
petualiy Ajcending and Deſcending : ard ihe 
©y bimfe!f flands at ihe top of i, tO COUNtE- 
nance and encourage the devour empioyr ent : 
Who then can with-hold at ſuch an Heaverly 
Encertainment, where Devotion embraces DP e- 


light, and plcaſure ſeems to be p— R 
| ron 
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from breaking out with the Patriarch into his 
'Raprurous Exclamation ? Syurely the Lord 35 in 
this place) Th:3s is none other than the Hoxuſe of 
God! And ths 3s the Gate of Heaven! For indeed 
what Tdea can we form to our {clves, of thoſe 
happy Regionsof Joy and Tranquility,of whick 
this will not. be a moſt lively Tranſcript ? What 
is Heaven, but an Aſlembly of Saints and Blet- 
ſed Spirits, in the immediate preſence of their 
Almighty Creatour, Rejoycing in the Scxvice of 
ſo bountiful a'Maſicr, and cclebrating his prai- 


{cs with their Voices and their Infiruments? And 


Fuch an imitation of them here, will qualifie us 
for their Society heieafrer, when we 1:2. h Angels 
and Archangels, and with all the company and.Hofl 

.of Heaven, flall land and magnifie his Holy 
Name, and this leads me to the 

24, Obſervation, which may be drawn from 
the words ot my Text, namely, That the pro- 
per Office of Miſick in the Service of God, is 

0 praiſe bim, and give bimthanks, becauſe h: is 
good, and becauſe his Mercy endureth for ever. 

The earlicſt inſtance which we have of Sa- 
cred Mrſich, are c:rrain Songs of Triumph which 
avere compoled, ro celebrate ſome Great and 
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Signal Deliveranccs; ſuch as thole already men- 
tioned of Moſes and Deborab : Irs tit Introdu- 
Gon tnto the  Fexiſl, Church, was by the grate- 
jul piety of King David; who appointed CCr- 
tain Levites to thank and praiſe God, in a form 
which he borrowed from one of his own Pſalms, 
and which are the very words recorded in my 
Text; purſuant allo co this, the Apoſtice advi- 
{cs us, that when we are merry, we ſhould fing 
P/ulms, for Muſick being che moſt chearſul way 
of excrcifting our Devotion, ſhould there'o-e be 
appropriated ro the moſtDeliyhtiul AG of Þj- 
cty ; and that is praittng God for the —_ 
fold ore: ons, of his Goodneſs and Me 
towards the Som of Men. All other Dutics 
of Religion, ſeem to carry ſome fort of ur- 
caltzels along wich them ; for they either pur 
us in mind of our 1FnoAnce and forgeriu!l- 
neſs, as in hearing the Word ; or of onr wants 
and neceſlitics, as in Prayer; or of our Sins and 
Intirmities,asin Repentance 3 but Praiſe 1s ſuch a 
Dary, as is entertaining in it's Nature, ard car= 
ries no allay with it to damp our fatisfaGion: :. 
To Refle&t upon the goodreſs of our God, and 
the many Sigr al Evideaccs which we have had 
of 
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of his loving kindnets; to thank him tor thole 
Mercies which we have alrcady received, ard 
thereby put our ſelves in a-condition to expctt 
freſh Bleflings; this is nothing clſe but the per- 
jection of Delight, and an employment the 
moſt deſirabie, and mioſt Raviſhing of any; t 
zs 4 good thing to ſing praiſes nto our God, yea, 

a joyful and pleaſant thing it is to be tharkinl : 

And therefore this is the Religious Worlhip 
which is practtied by the Church Trium- 

phant in Heaven, as being not at all incon- 

ſiſtent with onr con WVENICncy of the moſt con- 

ſummate Happineſs. Indeed inonr times of Hu- 
anliation, mm the Acts of Mortification and vSelt- 
denial, when we afilict our Souls, and keep our 
Bodies under ; Mufick which 1s apt to elevate 
the Spirits, and Recreate the Scnics, would 
appear as improper as Mirth at Furer w Wl but 
the Church has it's Feftivals as well as Vigils ; 
.and where the occaſions of Aſlcmbling toge- 
ther are of a more chearful nature, this dc- 
lightful expreſſion of our Gratitude is as Decent, 
asa becoming Drefs, a Sprightly Air,or a Look 
that declares our nk,” Satisfaction. And 
certainly, if ever any Peopie had juſt Reaſon 
ro 
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to join together their Voices and their {nftiu- 
ments, and to give the greater Evidences of a 
Devout Thanktullneſs; We ot this Kingdom 
are moſt eminently obliged to-it, upon the ac- 
count of thoſe Bleflings which we have fo late- 
ly experienced; when in ſicad of the Cala- 
mitics of a diſmal War, we find our Souls re- 
freſhe with the abundance of Peace ; and with 
his fafe Arrival and long wiſhed for pre'ence, t> 
whom we ſtand indebred tor ſo precious a'Ttea- 
ſure; Peace then is reſtored to vs within our 
Walls, Peace that Biniſher of Diſcord , that 
Mother of : Harmony, that Band of Union to 
conſenting! Minds, that Nurſe and Pacrane(s of 
uſeful Arts and Sciences : This our long abſ:nc 
gueſt, condeſcends to viſit us again 3 Let us re- 
ceive her with Hearts overflowing with Gra- 
#tud: ; with a joy as great, as the Adwanta- 
ges ſheimparts; as Univerſal, as the Bleſſings . 
the diſpences. And O! That all theſeveral par- 
ties in this Kingdom, however formerly divi- 
ded by intereſt or deſign, would Reſemble tbe 
Trumpeters and Singers in the Text! That they 
were as one.| That they would make one Sound to 
be heard , iu Praifjiug and Thanking. the 
. C | Lord| 
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Lord! That they wou/dl.fe up ther Hearts and? 
their Voices together, with Trumpets and Cm. 


bals, and Inſtruments of Muſuk; ard with 


Joint conſent ' would praiſe the! Lord Jaying ,- 
For he 4s good,” for bis Mercy endureth ' for e- 
ver! How delightful a Melody, would this 


Conſort of Brethrenthat dwell together in U1-j- 
3y, make-in the Ears of 'God our common Fa- 
ther} How tettainly woold- he 'eefiifie his/Ap. 
probation of this Harmony, by filling ike whole 
Nation with bis Glory | Which brings me to the 

3d. And la{t Obſervation; which may be de- 
duced ifrom the words of my Text; Nawely; 
how Signat an Evidence God * has been pleas 
ſed to give us, of his avow'd Ailowarce and 
Approbation, of this uſe ' of Muſick in his Ser- 
VICe. 2/0y 221TH 

You may remember that I hivted to you in 


the beginning of this Diſconrſe,” after how in- | 


dulgent aud engaging a manner, God was wont 
ro proceed with the Peopte -of the' J-w5, in 
Relatiou to their AGs'of more Solemn Devo- 
tion ; Such'of theſe as were more Eminent and 
Remarkable, he frequently tefiified his Arcep- 
tance of, by ſome viſible and extraordinary To- 


hen 
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ker of his Favour ; which was uſually done , 
either by the Fire of God deſcending from Hea- 
ven, and Conſunting theiv Sacrifices and Obla- 
tions, as in the great Conteſt between Elyab 
and the Prieſts of Baal; or clle filling the place 
of Worſt ip with a Cloud, and with his Glory, 
as in the inſtance that is now before us. And 
to whatſoever Religious performances,we find 
theſe marks aftixed of 'the- Divine Approbati- 
on ; we may very ſafely conclude of them , 
that rot only the Scope of: the Attion in gene- 
ral , but every particular Circumſtance and 
Ceremony of it, was agreeable ' to his' Will , 

and well-pleaſi ng in his Sight; For had chere 
been a failure in any- one part » God would 
never have ſet his own ſtamp upon it, to wat- 
rant it's currancy and: perfe&tion. And there» 
fore it was not barely So[pmon's Dedication of 


the Temple, and his bringing the Ark into the 
. Holicft of Holies ; bnt the Method and Manner 


alſo of his proceedings in it, his Aſſembling the 
Congregation, his oftering up Sacrifices, his Prat 
ſes and Thankſpivin 2s, his Voices and be Inſtru- 
ments, whole uſage was confirmed, and whoſe 
practice was approved of by God's Vouchſafe- 


2 ment _ 


ſhip was truſted: And I would to God , 
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ment of the Schekinab, or Divine Preſence. Lec 
us not then queſtion at any. time, ( when we 
exerciſe rhis Duty -aſter this ,Soſemn manner , 
m which we find it was Diſcharged upon this 
Eminent Occaſion ) but that God. will counte- 
nance and encourage our performance , as a 
moſt acceptable part of Religious Worthip : 
But if we expect to have it equally approved 
of, our management of it muſt be with equal 
Decency : We muſt baniſh from it all Diſfor- 
der and Confuſton, For the Trumpeters and 
Singer# wer? as one, We mult take the Subjet of 
our Entertainment fromthe Oracles of. God,and 
not dare to- introduce into-his Church, any ſuch 
compoluresas are not Sacred and. Solemn:. For 
they lift up their Voiges , and praiſed God , 
faying, in'.the words of the Royal Prophet, For 
he is good, for 'his Mercy endureth for ever : 
Nor muſt thoſe who. are converſant in: this 
Heavenly Employment, Diſhonour God with 
theic Actions, whilft they Honour him with 


' their Voices ; for they were the Levites and 


the Prieſts, Perſons Dedicated to his immedi» 
ate Service, to whom this part of his Wor- 


that 
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that all thoſe who are conſtantly areendant 
upon "this moſt Solemn Office of Religion , 
would conſider the Honour and Gravity of 
their Calling ; would look upon themſelves, as 
enter'd into a lower fort of Holy Orders, be- 
ing appointed to Miniſter to God in his Texe 
le, and would never derogate from the Sa» 
credneſs of their Employment, by an uregu- 
lar Life, or an indecent Behaviour. Then 
would God declare his acceptance of this Ser- 
vice, by igward. aſſurances of his favour; as 
he formerly teſtified his Approbation of it, 

by outward Evidences of his Preſence. For 
chough the Jewiſh Sacritices are ſwallowed 
up, in that great Oblation which Chriſt offer- 


_— — — — 


ed once for all; though the Temple which 


was Dedicated, and the Ark which was pla- 
ced in it, are both Superſeded by the Temple 

of his Body, which was the true rk of the 
Covenant of God 3 Yer Praiſes and Thaok(- 


giving to our Almighty BenefaRour ; and this 


Delightful way of tendriog them,” with the 
joynt Melody of Voices and Inſtruments of 


Muſick ; has continued; ever ſince in rhe Church 
of God; will ( I doubt not ) remain/in it 


unto 
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unto the. end of the World ; and will atter- 
wards attend- it into the Manſions of Eter- 
nity; and make. a. conſiderable part of it's 
infinite Felicity. And this ſecms co me to 
be a Subſtantial Reaſon, why God here Di- 
Kinguiſh'd ir ' above the other Ads of De- 
votion, by vonchlating his [Preſence at that 
particular juncture, becauſe this was to out- 
laſt all the other Ceremonies; and to be a 
ſtanding Duty in the Service of his Church, 
when the reſt ſhould vaniſh and be done a- 
Way. | 
- And now I have gone through with che 
Method I propoſed; I have vindicated the 
innocence and uſefulneſs of Church Muſick ; 
I have ſhew'd upon what occaſion itis moſt 
fitly employed, and have: examined that Te- 
ſtimony of the Divine Allowance , which it- 
has ſo eminently in the 'werds -of my Texr. 
And'thoitmight perhaps be expeRed npon this 
occaſion, thatT ſhould fay ſomething of Mufrck 
in General, of its Antiquity and Fxcellency, it's 
force and energy, of 'that unaccountable Afti- 
wity and (urprizing SubtiJneſs, by which it inſinu- 
arcsat:{elf into our Veins, mixes with our Blood, 
Dany! and 
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and mingles withour Spirits 3 altering of a ſud- 
denthewholeinwardFrane, and leading our In- 
clinations whether foever it pleafes, but I ſhall 
think my ſelf excuſable, if I wave all this, 
ſince my Subject confines me wholy to Church 
FAnuſick ; and | have endeavonred to Accommo- 
date my Dilcowfe to my Subject; by rather chu- 
ſing to err upon the ſide of Gravity, than run- 
ning any hazard of bordering upon Lightneſs 
And I ſhall now add no more to detain you from: - 
the Employment which k have been recommend- 
img , but only bewail the condition of thoſe, 
whoſe unhappy Averſion to Divine Harmony, 
renders thzm unlike to the Saints and Bleſſed 
Spirits, which are continually buſted m that 


Emyloyment ; and congratulate the Happineſs 


of their Circumſtances,whoby their AﬀeGtionto 
this Sacred Art, are qualified to joyn with in- 
effable Raptures,in the Song of the ten Thouſand 
times, ren Thouſands of Angels; Bl:ſſeng and 
Honour,and Glory and Power, be unto him that ſit- 
teth on the Throne,and unto the Lamb for ever and 
eUEr. 
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